Care guide

Care and Maintenance of Solid Wood Furniture
For oiled and lacquered solid hardwood tables, chairs and cabinets.
Everyday care
· Dust with a soft dry cloth, following the grain.
· Wipe spills at once with a damp cloth, then dry.
· Use coasters and placemats; heat and moisture leave marks quickly.
· Lift objects rather than dragging them across the surface.
Room conditions
Wood moves with humidity. Keep the room between 40% and 60% relative humidity and away from radiators, under-floor heating outlets and direct sunlight. Small cracks or gaps that appear in winter usually close again in summer.
	Condition
	Effect
	What to do

	Very dry air (below 35% RH)
	Shrinkage, open joints, fine cracks
	Use a humidifier; keep away from heat

	Very damp air (above 70% RH)
	Swelling, sticking drawers
	Ventilate; use a dehumidifier

	Strong sunlight
	Colour change, uneven fading
	Rotate objects; use blinds


Oiled finishes
1. Clean the surface with a mild soap solution and let it dry.
2. Apply a thin coat of furniture oil with a lint-free cloth, along the grain.
3. Leave for 15 minutes, then wipe off all excess oil.
4. Let it cure for 24 hours before use. Repeat every 6 to 12 months.
	Fire risk
Cloths soaked with drying oil can heat up and catch fire on their own. Lay them flat outdoors to dry or keep them in a sealed metal container with water.


Lacquered finishes
Lacquered surfaces need no oil. Clean with a damp cloth and a little mild detergent. Avoid polishes containing silicone, which make later repairs difficult.
Repairing small marks
	Mark
	Oiled surface
	Lacquered surface

	White water ring
	Usually fades as it dries; re-oil
	Warm gently with a hair dryer

	Light scratch
	Rub with fine abrasive pad (grade 0000), re-oil
	Use a touch-up pen in matching colour

	Dent
	Damp cloth and warm iron to raise the fibres
	Professional repair


Test any product on a hidden area first.

